Green is good!
Green Terminology

ACH Air Changes per Hour. Part of Energy Star® and Diamond level testing to determine how much
air leaks through the walls and ceilings. Lower number is more efficient.

AFUE Annual Fuel Utilization Efficiency. A furnace’s heating efficiency. Measures the heat delivered vs.
the fuel used. Measures in percentages. The higher number is better.

ASHRAE American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers. This is the primary
organization used in the United States for the design standards in our HVAC systems.

A joint program of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of
ENERGY STAR Energy helping us all save money and protect the environment through energy efficient products
and practices.

FRESH AIR SYSTEM érrrll eeéeg;;iosnic system connected to the HVAC system that brings in filtered outside air on a

Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning. HVAC includes the furnace, air conditioning

HVAC ; .
components, fan and ductwork installed in a home.

IAQ Indoor Air Quality. IAQ is the quality of the air breathed by occupants of an indoor or enclosed
environment.

IRC International Residential Code. First published in 2000, the IRC is the Building Code for the
State of Texas.

JUMP DUCT A ﬂeﬁ(ibk, short, u-shaped duct that connects a room to a common space as a pressure balancing
mechanism.

LOW E2 Low emissivity. Glass is coated with a metallic oxide layer that improves thermal performance.
The primary function is to reduce heat gain in the summer and heat loss in the winter.

MANUAL ] ;l;lslteeQSHRAE method for calculating residential home cooling loads and the sizing of the
Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value. The ASHRAE standard for filter efficiency.

MERV : e
Higher rating is better.

PRESSURE To equalize air pressures between rooms in a home by adjusting air flow in supply and

BALANCING return ducts.

RADIANT BARRIER Ie,r(:zvr geﬁ:;igzity attic decking under shingled roofs that reduces summer heat gain, reduces cooling

R-410a Environmentally-friendly refrigerant used in our HVAC systems.
R.VALUE Resistance — Value. The resistance a material has to heat flow. The higher the R-Value, the
greater the resistance.
Seasonal Energy Efficiency Rating. It measures the efficiency of the air conditioner once it is up
SEER : : ;
and running. Higher number is better.
SHGC Solar Heat Gain Co-efficient. The solar radiation entering a home through the windows. The
lower the number, the better the window is at blocking heat gain.
EII\-]IEIE%/I%R%NVELOPE/ A home’s exterior shell - walls, foundation, floors, ceiling, windows, doors, and roof.
U-VALUE A measure of heat transmission due to the air temperature difference from inside to outside.

The lower the U-value, the better.

In the 21+ century if it’s not green, it’s just not a good investment.
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“David Weekley Green Home” is a trademark of Weekley Homes, L.P., which describes certain features and criteria designated to make homes more economically sustainable over the long term and reduce energy consumption and the resulting environ-
mental impact. It does not infer sponsorship, approval, or affiliation with any other program or green building certification other than those specifically stated in the product features, warranty or contract. All-electric homes do not currently qualify for
Environments For Living Diamond certification, and may not provide the 50% reduction in heating and cooling costs. Envitonments For Living is a registered trademark of MASCO Home Services, Inc. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials
or availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2008 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Hosuton, TX
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